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penalty of up to $15,000 per prohibited referral
plus twice the amount billed for the referred
service. In cases where there was an arrange-
ment or scheme to refer patients to facilities
owned by the physician, penalties could be as
high as $100,000 and twice the amount billed
for referred services. Also, the physician and
specialty hospital would be denied participa-
tion in the Medicare program.

Mr. Speaker, we must close the loophole in
the Medicare physician self-referral laws and
halt this trend that threatens the sustainability
of our local community hospitals. | urge my
colleagues to cosponsor and support this im-
portant legislation.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2003

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained for the three votes on
March 31, 2003. | was attending a rally for the
safe return of Sgt. James Riley of Penn-
sauken, NJ, a mechanic in the Army’s 507th
Maintenance Company who was among five
soldiers captured in southern Iraq on March
23.

Had | been present, | would have voted in
favor of H.R. 1166 and H. Con. Res. 58, and
| would have voted against H.R. 1463.

————
CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BETHEL AME

CHURCH

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2003

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church of Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania during its
125th anniversary celebration. Bethel AME is
the oldest black church on the original Main
Line, a suburb of Philadelphia.

Local minister John Hooper began Bethel
AME in his home on Conestoga Road in 1878.
He was joined by Mr. George Barrick, who
continued the mission after Hooper died in
1880.

During the 1880s, Bethel AME petitioned
the Philadelphia AME Conference for a pastor.
The first permanent pastor, Reverend J.B. Hill,
came to the congregation in 1888.

Although the Church now had a full-time
pastor, it lacked a fixed place of worship. Too
poor to purchase land for a church,
congregants moved from place to place, wor-
shipping wherever they could. Eventually Mr.
Barrick and Mr. Samuel Curtis purchased a lot
on Merion Avenue in Bryn Mawr. Residents of
Bryn Mawr, both white and African-American,
raised four thousand dollars to construct the
church, which was finished in 1889. A parson-
age and parish house were added later. They
have since been converted to a fellowship hall
for use by the entire Church community.

Currently under the leadership of Rev. Dr.
Isiah H. Woods, Bethel AME Church is an im-
portant part of the Main Line community. The
founding and development of the Church illus-
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trate for us all what can be accomplished
when people work together for a higher pur-
pose. | encourage my colleagues to join me in
saluting Bethel AME on reaching this mile-
stone.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2003

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on March 31,
2003, | was unable to vote on H.R. 1463 (roll-
call vote 92), H. Con. Res. 58 (rollcall 93), and
H.R. 1166 (rollcall vote 94). Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on all three
measures.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND AP-
PRECIATION FOR THE PRESI-
DENT AND MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES PARTICIPATING
IN OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 20, 2003

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, as America moves
forward with resolve to disarm Saddam Hus-
sein, | rise in support of President Bush for his
leadership and to honor our U.S. troops and
their families for their dedication and sacrifice.

The time has come when the United States
must again lead the world against those who
threaten the freedom and stability of the free
world. As our troops labor in military encamp-
ments at home and abroad, let us labor in
prayer on their behalf and on behalf of all free-
dom loving people around the world.

After twelve years of Iragi deception and
non-compliance, an international coalition of
over thirty countries is engaging in a military
campaign to forcibly disarm Saddam Hussein.
The Iragi dictator has been given every pos-
sible opportunity to cooperate, to reveal his
weapons of mass destruction programs, and
to provide relief to the Iraqgi people. He has
failed to take advantage of multiple offers for
a peaceful resolution. We do not enter into
this campaign cheerfully, but with a somber
resolve.

Our goal of liberating the Iragi people from
a tyrannical dictator will not be accomplished
without the steely resolve and contributions of
all Americans. Whether you are a soldier on
the front line or a ‘soldier’ in America’s econ-
omy, each person can contribute to our objec-
tive of achieving total disarmament and estab-
lishing peace.

This resolution expresses the unequivocal
support of the President as Commander-in-
Chief for his firm leadership and decisive ac-
tion, the members of the United States Armed
Forces serving in Operation Iragi Freedom for
their patriotism and bravery, and the families
of the United States military personnel serving
in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Together, with our
allies around the globe and our Armed Forces
overseas, we will stay focused on our mission
and never waver from our objective—total dis-
armament, the end of Saddam Hussein, free-
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dom for the Iragi people, and peace in the re-
gion.

TRIBUTE TO SPC. GREG SANDERS
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2003

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride and honor that | pay tribute to an
outstanding American, a true patriot, and a
hero to his country, Spc. Greg Sanders. Spc.
Sanders was killed in action on Monday,
March 24, 2003 while serving in Operation
Iragi Freedom for the 3rd Infantry Division of
the United States Army. He bravely sacrificed
his life to ensure the safety of his fellow sol-
diers, the Iraqi people, and the very idea of
freedom throughout the world. He will be re-
membered at a candlelight vigil in his home-
town of Hobart, Indiana on Wednesday, April
2, 2003.

Greg Sanders was a native of Hobart and
graduated from Hobart High School in May
2001, where he thrived both as a student and
as an athlete. An honor roll student and mem-
ber of the Hobart High School track team,
Greg was also named co-captain of his high
school cross country team, which advanced to
the regional finals in each of his last two sea-
sons. Greg's outstanding motivational skills
and unmatched charisma helped mold him
into a natural leader. His work ethic propelled
him to great accomplishments, both academi-
cally and athletically. It was this same work
ethic, coupled with his dedication to the United
States, which led Greg to commit to the
United States Army during his junior year at
Hobart High School.

Mr. Speaker, after completing his high
school career, Greg was sent to Fort Knox,
Kentucky for a grueling basic training. Al-
though the physical and mental demands were
extremely difficult, Greg remained undeterred
in his lifelong desire to serve in the military.
The son of a Naval veteran, Greg understood
the hardships of military life and accepted
them with the courage and fortitude befitting a
soldier dedicated to the defense of his coun-
try. After completing basic training, Greg
moved with his wife, Ruthann, to Fort Stewart,
Georgia, where she later gave birth to their
daughter, Gwendolyn. It was from here that
Greg Sanders’s journey to Iraq began.

Spc. Sanders deployed for Kuwait on Janu-
ary 23, 2003 as part of the 3rd Battalion of the
69th Armored Regiment. His duty was to load
the 120 mm cannon on the M-1 Abrams tank
as the armored caravan stormed through
southern Irag, a duty he carried out bravely
and successfully until a sniper prematurely
took his life. Greg dreamed of dedicating his
life to the military, and he honored that unit on
March 24, 2003 by sacrificing himself to pre-
serve the values he treasured.

Although it was his lifelong dream to serve
his nation as a career soldier, nothing was
more important to Greg Sanders than his fam-
ily. He is survived by his wife and daughter,
his mother, Leslie, and his three siblings,
Dean, Clare, and Lauryn, as well as a nation
and a community who will never forget the
sacrifice that he made to protect our freedom.
His father, Rich Sanders, was a Navy veteran
who died of a heart attack at the young age
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